
Hi there everyone, hope everyone is keeping 
well.  After 11 weeks in a cast i’m finally free but it’s still going 

to take a week or two to get my arm fully functional again. 
There’s been plenty of things happening on this backside of 

summer, i’ve made it to few events by plane, boat or a friendly 
ride.  I ended up flying down to the national rally mainly to 

attend the AGM.  as you would of all seen by now,  the national 
newsletter is once again in print, we also have a new web site 

manager,  check it out!!   Les Oxnam has done a fantastic job on 
this,  one thing he is after is profiles of members and their bikes 

to go on the gallery page.
I also caught a boat to Waiheke island for the show and shine 
day,  a good day with half a dozen members showing off their 

bikes, and thanks for friendly lifts from Andrew D and the mad 
farmer (to and from the airport to the national rally),  Claire 

(lifts to meeting and a visit to Al)  and Rob  (lift to classics out at 
Pukekohe and use of his station wagon for blues, bikes and 

BBQs).
As for the Blues bikes and BBQs our club stand had 8 bikes in it, 
and with 450 bikes thru in one afternoon it was good exposure 
for us.  I’ve been in contact with the organizer and booked the 

same site for next year.
And for those of you who entered there bikes into the bike 

audition, thanks for entering but my Trident was the bike they 
picked?(he liked the used look) so its my shout when i see ya. 

Lastly congratulations to Nick Ubels for becoming a15 year 
member and to Jimmy Rupa, Al brown and kenton Short upon 

reaching 10 year membership,  its good to see our club have long 
term members,  we must be doing something right.

Thats it from me.   i hope the turn out for meetings and rides 
carry on into the winter,

see you on the road.

                                                      cheers  Glenn Mills.
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Triumph Tiger 110 649 cc Review

The Triumph Tiger 110 was THE bike to own in 1954. Combined 
with outstanding fuel economy came outstanding performance. 
The only faster bikes were the Vincent 1,000s at considerably 
more expense and their manufacture had ceased. 

The claimed brake horse power from its twin-cylinder engine 
was 42 at 6,500 RPM which figure could well have been a flash 
reading on the factory's dynamometer as the 110's top speed and 
acceleration was not ALL that better than the Triumph Tiger 
100 at a nominal 500 cc. 

Apart from the frame flexure on tight corners, the bike is very 
rideable and the gearchange on the separate gearbox is light 
and very precise. Braking is just short of 30 feet at 30 MPH - a 
very good figure in those days being helped by the air-cooled 8 
inch front brake. 

As was typical of most of the British motorbikes 50 or so years 
ago, home maintenance was within the scope of the owner who 
possessed the necessary tools and even faults on the lighting 
and ignition circuits were not beyond home repair, unlike most 
of the modern machines with their high-tech construction and 
specification. 

In 1954, the original cast-iron cylinder head was replaced with 
an aluminium alloy job called the 'Delta' head which was claimed 
to have better heat characteristics which allowed tighter 
valve clearances giving improved engine performance. The 
barrels remained cast-iron. The Tiger 100 had an all-aluminium 
engine. 

All in all, a viable motor cycle today. The fuel economy will 
depend somewhat on whether the valve seats have been modified 
for unleaded petrol, otherwise LRP will be necessary unless 
genuine leaded petrol is available and apparantly not many 
garages sell it. 

I must imagine a modern Japanese 400 will outperform the Tiger 
110 now but not by too much! If an affordable one in good 
running order were available, I'd buy it but good examples are 
rare and therefore expensive. 

I hope the examples that are still running will continue to do so 
for a long time to come for I understand that most spares are 
readily available.



RUNS LIST

10th&11th April- Whitianga festival of speed, if your keen to go to this 
                             Paul Lewis has limited accommodation 

11th April- TOMCC Monthly ride, leaving autobahn Silverdale, meet 10am. 
                      Depart 10:30 am.

27th April-  Monthly meeting @ Swashbucklers from 7pm, 
                       23 Westhaven Drive.

9th May-  TOMCC Monthly ride, leaving autobahn Bombay (not BP Drury   
                    autobahn) meet at 10 am. Leave 10:30

7th-9th May- Cold duck rally, Pourerere Rd Waipawa, pre-book $30(includes 
                          badge) $35 gate sale.

25th May-    Monthly meeting @ swashbucklers, 23  Westhaven Dr, 
                       Westhaven. From 7 pm. Cut off for next newsletter

impromptu rides phone numbers

        Claire 570-2007                                                          Judi 021 1324063
  Jim & Mary 027 2837643                                                    Phil 5342169
     Doug 021 741380                                                            Roy n  021 950272
  Glenn 021 0329920                                                        Pete W 021 1905185

Al 021 427420*  
*temporarily out of commission

Check these out 

www.hardlyusedparts.co.nz to buy and sell motorcycle parts.

www.nzonline.org.nz to book cheap nz accommodation.

Deus ex machina 90 Wellesley st, for a coffee and check out the 
custom bikes.

www.TOMCC.co.nz  our club web site

http://www.hardlyusedparts.co.nz
http://www.hardlyusedparts.co.nz
http://www.nzonline.org.nz
http://www.nzonline.org.nz


If you think life is bad, how would you like to 
be an egg? You only get laid once, you only get 

smashed once. It take 4 minutes to get hard, 
and only 2 minutes to get soft. You share a box 

with 5 others, and after 4 minutes in the hot 
tub you get your head smashed in followed by a 
good poking by a bunch of soldiers. But worst 

of all, the only chick that ever sat on your 
face was your mother. So cheer up, life aint 

that bad. Happy easter.


